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          Friday 22nd October 2021
 
Dear Parents and Students, 

Good afternoon, 

I hope this newsletter finds you safe and well. 

Many thanks to the Anthony Walker Foundation and all of the children that took part in our wonderful 

Anthony Walker Evening on Wednesday 20th October. The talent and commitment of our young people 

never ceases to amaze me. 

In addition to the evening’s performance, we had many activities as part of our Diversity week, our special 

thanks to Daisy Inclusive UK for all of their workshops.  

Well done to the KS4 and KS5 students who attended the prestigious Gresham College lectures this week 

titled ‘Shakespeare, Race and Performance’. 

Included in this week’s newsletter is an update on July’s Cyber Attack, there is also important advice to 

everyone on cyber security from Merseyside Police. 

Finally, for those parents who wish to access Covid vaccinations for their children, you can either do so at the 

Totally Wicked Stadium in St Helens, alternatively St Helens Immunisation Team will be in school on 

Wednesday 3rd November. 

I wish you all a lovely half term and look forward to see you on Monday 1st November. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs Thorogood, Headteacher. 

Dear Parent Carer, 

Please click here to view the Covid19 Vaccination letter from the St Helens Immunisation Team. 

The St Helens School Immunisation Team will be in school on Wednesday 3rd November to deliver the 
Covid19 vaccine. 

We do however, strongly encourage parents who wish to get their child vaccinated, to do so over half term 
at the Totally Wicked Stadium in St Helens, which you can do by clicking here. 

 

https://rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/2021/Misc-PDF/St-Helens-COVID-19-12-15-221021.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/book-or-manage-a-1st-or-2nd-dose-of-the-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination/
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Please note the Parent Open Morning scheduled on the school calendar to take place on Tuesday 9th 
November has been changed to Tuesday 16th November.   

Appointments are available with members of the Senior Leadership Team between 9am – 11am. 

This is an opportunity for parents to make an appointment to see a member of the Senior Leadership Team 
regarding any aspect of school life or concerns they may have regarding their child. 

Please email loraine.potter@rainhillhigh.org.uk to book an appointment. 

In summer 2023, some of our students are undertaking a once in a lifetime opportunity to travel to Kenya, 
where they will get involved in a range of projects, helping to support education and community 
development in two rural communities. They’ll become part of the community as they live and work 
alongside local people, learning about the challenges faced as well as the rich tradition and culture of Kenya. 
Throughout their expedition, students will also get up close to some truly incredible wildlife and scuba dive 
alongside colourful marine life.  

Over the next 18 months, students will be fundraising the money to go on the trip and we will be promoting 
their events and initiatives for you to see and, if you would like to, get involved with. Any support would be 
greatly appreciated. Please see below the latest event planned by Harvey Chong (Y9). Harvey has organised 
an Afternoon Tea event with the Lord Mayor of Liverpool. 
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Dear Parent/Carer,

We are now in a position to provide an update regarding the cyber-attack that occurred just before the end 
of term in July 21. 

Firstly, we apologise that an update has not been forthcoming sooner. We have been awaiting the findings of 
a forensic investigation that was undertaken by our insurer appointed cyber partner, which have only been 
received this week. 

Throughout the summer and start of the new term, staff have been working tirelessly to remedy the 
ramifications of the cyber-attack and create and implement a brand-new IT system; during this process, a 
number of agencies have been consulted to ensure that the approach we were taking was appropriate and 
that we met our legal obligations. These include the Information Commissioners Office, National Cyber 
Security Centre, National Crime Agency, DfE Cyber Team, ESFA and the Merseyside Police Cyber Crime team. 

In summary, the cyber-attack, which was undertaken by a highly sophisticated international cybercrime 
group, infiltrated all of our servers and systems, rendering them inoperable without a key access code that 
the attackers requested a ransom for. We were therefore prevented from accessing any data that the school 
holds. 

It is important to note, at this juncture, that the Microsoft System the school employs for emails, Teams, One 
Drive etc. was unaffected by the attack as it is an ‘internet based’ system that does not sit on our servers; all 
other internet-based systems, such as ParentPay and School Synergy, were also unaffected by the attack. 

Our cyber partners have analysed all of the servers and have concluded that whilst all of the of the servers 
were ‘locked’ and therefore ‘infected’ by the ransomware attack, they cannot find any definitive evidence of 
a ‘data breach’, that is, that any of the data contained on the servers has been copied. Merseyside Police 
Cyber Crime Unit and our cyber partners also monitor known websites that attackers use to publish data 
they exfiltrate from ransomware attacks and have confirmed that, as of 11/10/21, nothing had been 
published in relation to Rainhill High School. Whilst this is reassuring we would, of course, still recommend 
that you follow key cyber advice, such as that which we have printed below from Merseyside Police Cyber 
Crime Unit. 

Unfortunately, we cannot definitively identify how the attackers have initially entered our system but, in 
almost all cases, this is usually made possible by somebody clicking a ‘phishing’ email, which the attackers 
then use to enter the system in order to run various malware, enabling them to enter other areas of the 
system and deploy ransomware. 

By way of reassurance, please note the action currently being taken: 

• Prior to the attack we had successfully attained Cyber Essentials Accreditation, which, in addition to 
ensuring we met the required standard of cybersecurity, also provided essential insurance cover. We 
are now working towards the ISO27001 - the international information security standard. 

• We have engaged the services of IT and cyber security experts as key partners who have, and will 
continue to:  

- Help build and review our new servers and systems 
- Provide end point detection to monitor our new servers and systems 24 hours per day for 

signs of malicious activity 
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- Provide monitoring of our email system to identify and nullify any phishing emails or other 
malicious activity 

- Provide regular training to staff and students regarding cyber security 

• We have spoken with exam boards and are collating information and evidence to ensure that no 
student is negatively impacted if they have lost coursework. We will be in contact, with those who it 
is relevant to, separately regarding this in November. 

• We will continue to engage with the aforementioned key agencies for advice and guidance around 
cyber security and our approach to it. 
 

We fully appreciate that data pertaining to our stakeholders is extremely important and take this 
responsibility extremely seriously. Rest assured that we have, and will continue to, work tirelessly to take all 
action possible to safeguard data and ensure that we do the best by our students. 

All website links are sourced from legitimate cyber safety enforcement agencies and are provided for your 
own reading and also sharing to colleagues, family and friends. 

Any suspicious ‘phishing’ or scam emails you may receive, can be forwarded to report@phishing.gov.uk  

At present there is a wave of Scam texts being sent supposedly from genuine organisations, often referring 
to ‘a refund’, ‘missed delivery’ etc. These text messages can be forwarded free of charge to the number 
7726. For more guidance click here. 

We have included some links that may assist you regarding your safety online. 

PROTECT ADVICE  
Please find some useful links below which is national guidance from NCSC on Cyber Protection Tips, advice 
and guidance, these are great free resources and worthy of have a look through the webpages.   

• https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware 

• https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/section/information-for/individuals-families 

• https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/social-media-how-to-use-it-safely 
 
Another great webpage which you may wish to look at is the below – Have I been pwned – This allows you to 
put in your email address and let you see if any of your Emails or Passwords have been compromised in the 
past, this also allows you to check your passwords and identify if they have been breached. 

If you receive suspicious Emails that you believe are phishing emails I would suggest that you report the 
email you received to the NCSC suspicious email reporting service (SERS) which you can find the link here 
This will allow us to build up the intelligence picture and prevent this from happening to anyone else. 

The link here from the National Cyber Security Centre details password managers. 

This site has step by step guides on how to enable ‘multi factor authentication’. It is a security feature on 
various sites that you may use to make them more secure. 
 
Here is information on 2FA security for both for both ‘Apple’ and ‘Google’ and an application setup site: 

APPLE USER - https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT204915 
 
GOOGLE USER 

• https://www.google.com/landing/2step/ 

• https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/account/authenticator 

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/phones-telecoms-and-internet/advice-for-consumers/problems/tackling-nuisance-calls-and-messages/coronavirus-scam-calls-and-texts
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/section/information-for/individuals-families
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/social-media-how-to-use-it-safely
https://haveibeenpwned.com/
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/information/report-suspicious-emails
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/blog-post/what-does-ncsc-think-password-managers
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-GB/azure/active-directory/user-help/user-help-auth-app-overview
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT204915
https://www.google.com/landing/2step/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/account/authenticator
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SOCIAL MEDIA APPLICATIONS GUIDANCE 

• Snapchat account ‘hacked’ guidance 

• Facebook account ‘hacked’ guidance 

• Instagram account ‘hacked’ guidance 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 
Below are several links to some YouTube videos which focus on topics such as ‘Secure Wi-Fi’, ‘Online 
Identity’, ‘Cyber aware’:  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAVMH3dqbLo&list=PL5gcFbG9ghq5EstDSeMUow2N3nSn36wx
z&index=8 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kO8-
Yzv8rUE&list=PL5gcFbG9ghq5EstDSeMUow2N3nSn36wxz&index=7 

• https://vimeo.com/staffspolice/cyber-aware 
 
SEXTORTION ADVICE AND REFERENCE 
Below are several links to outside agencies which provide advice and support to victims: 

• Sextortion (webcam blackmail) - National Crime Agency 

• Sextortion and webcam blackmail advice | Revenge Porn Helpline 

• Sextortion – Guide and Resources - Safeguarding Hub 

 

On Wednesday 20th October, we hosted our annual Anthony Walker Evening for the first time since 2019 due 
to the COVID restrictions. 

Gee Walker, Anthony's mum, was our guest of honour as our young people put on a night of dance, drama 
and music. 

The evening had the theme of Diversity throughout and included the key message of 'The Power of Many' in 
instigating change in society. Gee gave a heartfelt speech to round the night off thanking the school for 
remembering Anthony and fighting against the prejudices that led to his murder. She commented on how 
talented all the performers were and how they brought joy to her heart. 

It was lovely to see so many members of the school community come together to remember Anthony and 
embrace the messages of Diversity. 

In total over £1000 was raised across the day for the Anthony Walker Foundation, Daisy Inclusive UK and the 
Proud Trust. 

Mr Roberts, Assistant Headteacher. 

 

https://support.snapchat.com/en-GB/a/hacked-howto
https://www.facebook.com/help/1216349518398524?helpref=faq_content
https://help.instagram.com/1068717813216421/?helpref=hc_fnav&bc%5b0%5d=Instagram%20Help&bc%5b1%5d=Troubleshooting%20and%20Login%20Help
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAVMH3dqbLo&list=PL5gcFbG9ghq5EstDSeMUow2N3nSn36wxz&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAVMH3dqbLo&list=PL5gcFbG9ghq5EstDSeMUow2N3nSn36wxz&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kO8-Yzv8rUE&list=PL5gcFbG9ghq5EstDSeMUow2N3nSn36wxz&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kO8-Yzv8rUE&list=PL5gcFbG9ghq5EstDSeMUow2N3nSn36wxz&index=7
https://vimeo.com/staffspolice/cyber-aware
https://nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/what-we-do/crime-threats/kidnap-and-extortion/sextortion-webcam-blackmail
https://revengepornhelpline.org.uk/information-and-advice/need-help-and-advice/sextortion-and-webcam-blackmail/
https://safeguardinghub.co.uk/sextortion-guide-and-resources/
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This week, as part of our Diversity Week, we had a visit from Dave and Anna from Daisy Inclusive UK. 

Daisy Inclusive is a charity which helps a wide range of disabled people access support, particularly around 
battling discrimination and disability hate crime. 

Dave, the founder of the charity, spoke with our Year 7 & 8 pupils about his personal story of going blind 
when he was 30 and the obstacles he had to overcome. 

The pupils really enjoyed the sessions and we would like to thank Dave and Anna for coming into school to 
share their story.  

Mr Roberts, Assistant Headteacher. 
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In December we open the doors to our brand-new library! 

Over the coming months, every student will have the opportunity to explore our new library 
and see the exciting things we have planned. We are currently collecting new stock so that 
everything is up-to-date and the best it can be for our student community at Rainhill.  

We are also asking for you to check at home for any of our books that you may have. To make sure we have 
the best resources available, we’re holding a book amnesty to see our books returned to the shelves. Drop 
any returning books into the box at reception and do your bit for Rainhill High Library. 

A Universe of Wishes, an Anthology edited by Dhonielle Clayton.  

Having observed Black History Month, Diversity Day and holding the Anthony Walker evening 
at Rainhill in October, it seems appropriate to spotlight this anthology of short stories written 
by fifteen celebrated and diverse authors. My favourite is the title story ‘A Universe of Wishes’ 
by Tara Sim; I love the way this author has created a world in which everyone has a little bit of 
magic in them, they just need to believe in it to feel it.  

A Universe of Wishes brings diversity and inclusion into fantasy and fairy tale, giving voices to the silenced. 
This anthology shows that anyone, regardless of race, sexuality, gender or anything else, deserves to see 
themselves as the hero in a story.  

Miss Dugdale, School Librarian. 

On Tuesday 19th October, 25 students from across Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 came along to The Literature 
Academy’s live streaming of one of the prestigious Gresham College lectures. 

The lecture, titled ‘Shakespeare, Race and Performance’, was delivered by Dr Farah Karim-Cooper from 
Shakespeare’s Globe, and talked about representations of race in many of Shakespeare’s plays, 
including Othello, which is currently studied by our Year 13 students. The talk has sparked a number of 
debates among our students, and it was lovely to see students from across different years all gathered 
together to talk about the Bard. 

Thank you to all those who came along, and to Mrs McParland and Miss Thorpe for their support. 

Ms Pagan, English Teacher. 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Please note that the catch-up session for the flu vaccinations will take place on Monday 6th December and 
not on Tuesday 7th December as per our calendar. 

If your child has not already had the vaccination, please ensure you complete the e-consent form as soon as 
possible to enable a smooth administration of the flu vaccination. 

If you have any questions regarding the flu vaccinations, please contact the St Helens Immunisation Team 
and not the school. 

St Helens Immunisation Team 
Contact telephone number: 01744 624353 Contact email address: nwbh.immssth@nhs.net  

https://forms.merseycare.nhs.uk/immunisation-consent-forms/flu-vaccination/
mailto:nwbh.immssth@nhs.net
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Mitigation Updated Position 
(based on updated Government Guidance) 

Mask wearing Optional 

Ventilation & 
Air Flow 

• Classroom doors will remain open and at least 1 x window in the classroom will be open 
at all times. 

• All desks and pupils will continue to face the same way with group work minimised but 
not prohibited. 

• CO2 levels in classrooms will be monitored to evidence the air is of good quality. 

Cleaning • Students must continue to wash their hands regularly or use the antibacterial hand wash 
provided. 

Distancing & 
Sharing of 
Resources 

• We respectfully ask that all students and staff remain at least one metre away from each 
other where possible.  

• Resources (whiteboards and pens, science, DT and sports equipment etc.) may be shared 
between individuals and groups but students should be advised to wash / anti bac their 
hands before and after sessions. Equipment should be cleaned in line with guidelines 
contained in the risk assessment. 

Symptomatic 
Individuals 

If any student displays symptoms whilst in school, they will be asked to undertake a COVID lateral 
flow test (if consent has been provided by a parent/carer) in the medical room at the front of 
school to identify whether they are positive or negative. 

Isolating Individuals do not need to isolate if: 
• They are aged 18 years and 6 months or younger. 
• They are aged over 18 years and 6 months but have received both COVID vaccinations at 

least two weeks prior to being identified as a contact. 
 

If, however, you are identified as a contact then it is still highly recommended that you undertake a 
PCR test. 

• If you are aged over 18 years and 6 months and have not received both COVID 
vaccinations then you will need to isolate as previously required – i.e. 10 x days starting 
the day after symptoms started or, in the absence of symptoms, the day after undertaking 
a positive test. 

Home Testing All students are asked to continue to undertake home tests (lateral flow) twice per week until the 
end of September. Home testing kits will be provided by the school until the end of September, 
after which individuals should order their own through the GOV.UK website. If you prefer for your 
child to undertake their tests at school, with the support of a trained members of staff, please 
email Covid@rainhillhigh.org.uk stating their name and form and a time slot will be allocated. 

Queries • An updated COVID Risk Assessment can be found on the school website on our Covid 
Information Page. 

• All COVID related queries should be directed to Covid@rainhillhigh.org.uk 

 

mailto:Covid@rainhillhigh.org.uk
https://www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/covid-information-page
https://www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/covid-information-page
mailto:Covid@rainhillhigh.org.uk
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Please see below the list of practical lessons planned in Catering/Food Preparation and Nutrition - week 
commencing Monday 1st November.  
 

10A/Cg1 Tuesday period 1- Students are making shortbread. 

10D/Cg1 Friday period 5 - Students are making shortbread. 

11A/Cg1 No ingredients required. 

11D/Cg1 No ingredients required. 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

A number of local residents have contacted the school regarding parking at the start and end of the school 
day which is causing an inconvenience to them. 

If you are bringing your child to and from school, please can we ask that you are mindful of our local 
residents and do not park over their driveways, double park or park on the yellow road markings outside of 
school. 
 

Just a polite reminder if you are contacting school for any of the above reasons, could you please choose 
Option 2, on the telephone system.  This will put you straight through to the Attendance line where you will 
be able to leave a message. 

For any sporting absences, please can an absence request form be emailed to Miss Hunter as soon as 
possible to be verified, before it is passed on for review internally. You can request a Leave of Absence Form 
from our Attendance Officer in the Student Records Office. 

Email address: tanya.hunter@rainhillhigh.org.uk  

This is inclusive of training dates and competitions. Please also ensure you state the competitions details 
along with the level of competition (County/ Regional/ National/ International).  

Miss Hunter, Teacher of PE. 

Please remind your child that if they are travelling to and from school by bus to be respectful and mindful of 
other passengers and the driver of the bus. 

mailto:tanya.hunter@rainhillhigh.org.uk
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English Y11 Ms Dickman Philosophy & Ethics Mr Ernest  
Mathematics Y7, Y8 & Y9 Mrs Hughes Social Sciences  Mr Jarvis 
Mathematics Y10 & Y11 Mr Rimmer Computer Science Miss Johnson 
Science Miss Robinson Art Design Technology Mr Bennett 
Biology  Dr Gordon Languages Miss D’Anna  
Chemistry  Miss Hesketh Food Studies  Mrs Bolland 
Physics Mr Hurst Performing Arts Mrs McCann 
History & Politics Mr Procter PE Mr Rachi 
Geography Mrs Parkinson Life Skills Miss Bryant 

  (PSHE/Citizenship)  
 

Stage 1  Form Tutor  
Stage 2 Year Student Manager  
Stage 3 Year Progress Leader  
Stage 4  Deputy Headteacher’s Mrs Munro/Mrs Segal/Mr McKeegan 
Stage 5 Headteacher Mrs Thorogood 
 

Y7 Student Manager Mrs Quirk Y7 Progress Leader Mr Shoebridge 
Y8 Student Manager Mrs Foster Y8 Progress Leader Miss Rangel 
Y9 Student Manager Miss Seddon Y9 Progress Leader Miss West 
Y10 Student Manager Mrs Martin Y10 Progress Leader Mrs Haselden 
Y11 Student Manager Miss Gordon Y11 Progress Leader Mr Giles 
 

 

If you wish to formally complain, please use the link below to find our complaints procedure.  

https.//www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/PDFs/Policies-2020/Complaints-Procedure-2020-NEW-A5.pdf 

 

https://www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/PDFs/Policies-2020/Complaints-Procedure-2020-NEW-A5.pdf

