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Extended Learning and Homework Policy
Rainhill High School believes that extended learning and homework can make an important contribution to
students’ progress. Ensuring that extended learning and homework is used effectively requires a
partnership of teaching staff, students and parents. All need to understand the role and value of meaningful
extended learning and homework, if it is to be successfully delivered.
A key focus for the school this year is using Show My Homework1 to set all extended learning across all key
stages.
Aims
Through the use of extended learning and homework, Rainhill High School seeks to:1.

Encourage students to develop the skills, confidence and the motivation needed to study on their
own;

2.

Encourage students to consolidate and reinforce the skills and understanding they have
developed whilst in school;

3.

Encourage all students to extend their learning beyond the classroom and develop a love of
learning;

4.

Encourage student autonomy by creating opportunities for students themselves to prepare for
new learning;

5.

Sustain parental involvement in the management of students’ learning and keep them informed
about the work students are doing;

6.

Encourage students to access resources not available in the classroom; and

7.

Develop opportunities for students to meet particular exam demands, such as GCSE, A-level and
BTEC/OCR coursework.

Guidelines
Extended Learning and Homework in Years 7 and 8
Depending on the subject, Year 7 students will be set weekly, more traditional Homework activities or
longer project style Extended Learning tasks as outlined below. This is to support learning in the classroom
and to help students develop key time management skills in preparation for moving towards a homework
timetable for all subjects in Year 9.

1

As a principle homework will be communicated on-line.
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Extended Learning – Approximately 1 project per Homework – set weekly, according to a homework
subject per half-term

timetable published in September

Humanities

English

Visual Arts

Mathematics

Performing Arts (Music/Drama)

Science

Design Technology

French, German (Year 8 only), Spanish (Year 8 only)

Computing/ICT
Citizenship (Year 7 only)

Extended Learning will be set half-termly by the subjects listed above and will often involve longer project
based activities with a choice of outcome or task. There will be an emphasis on creativity, research and
practical skills and expectations for projects/ tasks will be outlined by staff when projects are set. Typically,
projects will take 4-6 weeks to complete and to help students manage their time effectively interim
deadlines will be set for students’ to evidence the progress they have made.
Weekly Homework will be set in English, Mathematics, Science and Modern Foreign Languages on the day
specified on the Homework Timetable published in September. Increasingly this will involve the use of
knowledge organisers to ensure that learning is secure. These will be published half-termly.
Extended Learning and Homework in Years 9 to 11
Year 9-11 students will be set weekly homework in each subject according to a personalised Homework
timetable that they receive in September. This is to support learning in the classroom and to help students
develop key time management skills during their GCSE’s. Increasingly this will involve the use of knowledge
organisers to ensure that learning is secure. These will be published half-termly.
Working at home is a crucial part of success at GCSE and students may be asked to do longer homework
tasks than before. Year 9 students are expected to spend at least 35 minutes on a piece of homework and
Year 10 and 11 students at least 45 minutes and will also have additional study to do at home such as
revision and coursework. Any students worried about the amount of work they have to do or who are
finding planning work at home difficult should speak to their form tutors. Praise and rewards will be given
by subject teachers for excellent effort and work whilst missed deadlines will be followed up.
Extended Learning and Homework in Years 12 to 13
In the Sixth Form students have independent study time in school as well as the time they should spend at
home. Students should be taking responsibility for their own learning, under the guidance of their tutors,
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in preparation for Higher Education. Sixth form students are encouraged to work on their own and develop
as independent learners. There are both supervised and unsupervised study areas within the Sixth Form
Centre.
Sixth Form Personal Development
Where students complete all their work, and have further time available, staff are expected to set general
reading.
The study time will depend on the course followed. However there is an expectation that:
a) A-level students will spend an additional 4 hours per week per A-level subject.
b) Vocational students will spend an additional 12 to 15 hours over and above class contact time, in addition
to time for A-levels specified above. Vocational course are based on assignments which will be worked on
both within and outside specified lesson times.
c) Additional/resit GCSEs should take 2-4 hours in addition to above.
Expectations
Students
Rainhill High School students have a personal responsibility to:1.

Regularly log in to Show My Homework to ensure they monitor extended learning and homework
set and complete work on time;

2.

Ensure that any additional notes are logged in the homework diary / planner provided for the
purpose;

3.

Complete set tasks to the best of their ability, within the limits of the resources available to them;

4.

Submit extended learning pieces and homework for assessment, on time;

5.

Seek help and guidance from teaching staff when difficulties are met with.

Parents
Rainhill High School believes that parents have a vital role to play in monitoring the application of this
homework policy and in supporting their children in their completion of homework tasks.
Parents are encouraged to:1.

Regularly log in to Show My Homework to assist in monitoring completion of homework;

2.

Provide reasonably suitable places for homework and extended learning, or help children to attend
other suitable places (e.g. local libraries);

3.

Make it clear to their children that they value homework and extended learning and that they
support the school in explaining how it can help with learning;

4.

Encourage their children and praise them when they have completed all extended learning pieces
and homework to a sufficiently high standard of content and presentation;

5.

Expect their children to meet deadlines and check that they have done so.
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Teachers are expected to:1. Issue extended learning pieces and homework regularly in line with the school homework
policy using Show My Homework.
2. Avoid issuing homework for the next day.
3. Be flexible and sympathetic to occasions when students are genuinely overburdened.
4. Use rewards where appropriate.
5. Keep a record of homework given and completed through Show My Homework. This will be
monitored as part of the school’s Quality Assurance procedures by the Heads of
Departments/Faculty.
6. Ensure homework is marked either by student peer/the student or the teacher (according to
their own professional judgement).
Procedure for non-completion of homework:1. Issue a consequence for failure to complete homework in line with the School Behaviour
Policy.
2. With improved communication parents will be kept appraised of homework completion via
Show My Homework. It will be their responsibility to check and support the school where
homework has not been completed.
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