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True or False?

If you are caught with a knife and you haven’t used it, 
you'll only get a caution…… 

FALSE- Carrying a knife can mean up to four years in 
prison, even if you don’t use it. 



……….

You are safer if you carry a knife……

FALSE- People who carry a weapon are more likely to be 
hospitalised with an injury caused by their own knife.



………

Small knives can be just as deadly as large ones…..

TRUE- Even small knives can kill. So even if you don’t 
intend to injure someone badly, you could easily end up 
killing them.



………

Knife crime only affects young people connected with gangs…

FALSE- Knife crime can affect anyone. Innocent bystanders often 
get caught up in other peoples disputes and suffer trauma, 
serious injury or death.



Legal definition

An offensive weapon includes anything intended to be 
used to harm another person. 

What every day objects could be classed as an offensive 
weapon? 



In the know about knives 

• Knife crime is on the rise and more and more young people and adults are opting to 
carry a weapon without fully understanding the consequences. Whilst some people 
carry knives to make them feel safer, they do not realise that carrying them increases 
their chance of danger. 

• In the last 12 months, there has been 43,516 knife crime offences. 

• Young males aged between 14-24 are the most at risk. 

• Every 24 minutes, a knife crime incident occurs in the UK

• 1 in 5 16 year olds admitted to carrying a knife



Why do young people carry knives?

Protection

Bravado
Peer 
pressure

Gang related 
violence 

To earn respect 



So does carrying a knife protect you?

The simple answer is No. Actually carrying a knife increases your 
risk of danger significantly. Statistics show that you are more likely to 
be stabbed if you are carrying a knife yourself. 

What do many offenders say when asked why they had stabbed 
someone….. 

“ I DID NOT MEAN TO”



So, where is a safe place to be stabbed?

There is no safe place to be stabbed. 

Even parts of the body such as arms and legs 
have many major arteries, which could lead to 
severe blood loss. 

THAT’S PEER PRESSURE!!!!



Legal consequences…..

What sentence do you think you could be given just for being in possession of a knife?

4 YEARS IN PRISON

Can you get a criminal record for carrying a knife? 

YES- POSSESSION OF AN OFFENSIVE WEAPON

Is carrying a knife for your own protection a good defence in court?

NO- CARRYING A KNIFE IN ANY CIRCUMSTANCES IS ILLEGAL 

Could you get into trouble for carrying a knife for someone else? 

YES- NO MATTER WHO THE KNIFE BELONGS TO, THE PERSON CARRYING IT WOULD BE HELD 
RESPONSIBLE. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JYfWbdS5k8w

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=JYfWbdS5k8w


What is Joint Enterprise?

If someone is injured or killed by a knife in your presence, even 
if your not the one using the weapon, you too could be 
prosecuted.

You could be sent to prison for murder for what is referred to as 
JOINT ENTERPRISE. 



The Ripple Effect
The Ripple Effect is like a 
brick being dropped into 
a pond. The brick hitting 
the water acts as the 
main incident. 

From the brick entering 
the water, this causes 
ripples, which grow and 
grow over time. This 
represents the effects that 
a knife crime incident can 
have over a period of 
time on all people 
surrounding the victim. 



Consequences 

Victim 

Life changing injury- loss 
of limb, scarring, 
disabilities, death. 

Mental health problems

Flash backs, panic 
attacks- PTSD

Anxiety, depression

Fear of going outside

Offender 

Mental health problems

Flash backs, PTSD

Prison

Lack of job opportunities 
which impacts quality of 
life.
Colleges/ travel 
opportunities.

Family 

Loss of a loved one

Anxiety, Depression

Mental Health problems

Family/ Marital breakdown

Cannot work or leave the 
house.



Who else is affected?

We now know the consequences for the victim, offender and family 
following a knife crime incident. 

Considering the Ripple Effect, who else could be affected? 



Teachers 

Friends 
Police

Ambulance

Doctors and nurses Pets

Community 



https://youtu.be/hC-AB9jrA5E

https://youtu.be/hC-AB9jrA5E


Closer to 
home….
This knife was found on 
the streets of Newton Le 
Willows last year. 



This knife was confiscated off a 14 
year old female in the Haydock 
area. 
The female was carrying a knife for 
her boyfriend who believed she 
would be less likely to be searched 
because she was female. 

Can male Police Officers search 
females?? 



What to do?





Any questions? 


