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YEAR 10 YEAR 11
AB Germany, 1890–1945: Democracy and dictatorship 
This period study focuses on the development of Germany during a turbulent half century 
of change. It was a period of democracy and dictatorship – the development and collapse 
of democracy and the rise and fall of Nazism. 

Students will study the political, economic, social and cultural aspects of these two devel-
opments and the role ideas played in influencing change. They will also look at the role of 
key individuals and groups in shaping change and the impact the developments had on 
them. 

BC Conflict and tension between East and West, 1945–1972 
This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and diverse 
interests of different states and individuals and the ideologies they represented. It consid-
ers revolutionary movements during this time. It focuses on the causes and events of the 
Cold War and seeks to show how and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to 
resolve the tensions which arose during the Cold War. This study also considers the role of 
key individuals and groups in shaping change and how they were affected by and influenced 
international relations. 

HT 1 - Part one: Germany and the growth of democracy 
• Kaiser Wilhelm and the difficulties of ruling Germany: the growth of parliamentary 

government; the influence of Prussian militarism; industrialisation; social reform and 
the growth of socialism; the domestic importance of the Navy Laws. 

• Impact of the First World War: war weariness, economic problems; defeat; the end of 
the monarchy; post-war problems including reparations, the occupation of the Ruhr 
and hyperinflation. 

• Weimar democracy: political change and unrest, 1919–1923, including Spartacists, 
Kapp Putsch and the Munich Putsch; the extent of recovery during the Stresemann era 
(1924–1929): economic developments including the new currency, Dawes Plan and the 
Young Plan; the impact of international agreements on recovery; Weimar culture. 

HT 2 – Part Two: Germany and the Depression 
• The impact of the Depression: growth in support for the Nazis and other extremist 

parties (1928–1932), including the role of the SA; Hitler’s appeal. 
• The failure of Weimar democracy: election results; the role of Papen and Hindenburg 

and Hitler’s appointment as Chancellor. 
• The establishment of Hitler’s dictatorship: the Reichstag Fire; the Enabling Act; elimina-

tion of political opposition; trade unions; Rohm and the Night of the Long Knives; Hitler 
becomes Führer. 

HT3: The experiences of Germans under the Nazis 
• Economic changes: benefits and drawbacks; employment; public works programmes; 

rearmament; self-sufficiency; the impact of war on the economy and the German 
people, including bombing, rationing, labour shortages, refugees. 

• Social policy and practice: reasons for policies, practices and their impact on women, 
young people and youth groups; education; control of churches and religion; Aryan 
ideas, racial policy and persecution; the Final Solution. 

• Control: Goebbels, the use of propaganda and censorship; Nazi culture; repression and 
the police state and the roles of Himmler, the SS and Gestapo; opposition and resist-
ance, including White Rose group, Swing Youth, Edelweiss Pirates and July 1944 bomb 
plot. 

HT4 - The origins of the Cold War 
• The end of the Second World War: Yalta and Potsdam Conferences; the division of 

Germany; contrasting attitudes and ideologies of the USA and the USSR, including the 
aims of Stalin, Churchill, Roosevelt, Attlee and Truman; effect of the dropping of the 
atom bomb on post-war superpower relations. 

• The Iron Curtain and the evolution of East-West rivalry: Soviet expansion in East 
Europe; US policies; the Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan, their purpose and Stalin’s 
reaction; Cominform; Comecon; Yugoslavia; the Berlin Blockade and Airlift. 

HT5: The development of the Cold War 
• The significance of events in Asia for superpower relations: USSR's support for Mao 

Tse-tung and Communist revolution in China, and the military campaigns waged by 
North Korea against the UN and by the Vietcong against France and the USA. 

• Military rivalries: the arms race; membership and purposes of NATO and the Warsaw 
Pact; the space race, including Sputnik, ICBMs, Polaris, Gagarin, Apollo. 

• The ‘Thaw’: Hungary, the protest movement and the reforms of Nagy; Soviet fears, 
how they reacted and the effects on the Cold War; the U2 Crisis and its effects on the 
Paris Peace Summit and the peace process. 

HT6: Transformation of the Cold War 
• Berlin Wall: reasons for its construction and Kennedy’s response. 
• Tensions over Cuba: Castro’s revolution, the Bay of Pigs and the missile crisis: the roles 

of Castro, Khrushchev, Kennedy; fears of the USA and reaction to missiles on Cuba; 
dangers and results of crisis. 

• Czechoslovakia: Dubeck and the Prague Spring movement; USSR’s response to the 
reforms; the effects the Prague Spring had on East-West relations, including the 
Warsaw Pact; the Brezhnev Doctrine. 

• Easing of tension: sources of tension, including the Soviets' record on human rights; 
the reasons for Détente and for SALT 1; the part played by key individuals Brezhnev and 
Nixon. 

AA Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day 
This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of how medicine and 
public health developed in Britain over a long period of time. It considers the causes, scale, 
nature and consequences of short and long term developments, their impact on British 
society and how they were related to the key features and characteristics of the periods 
during which they took place. Although the focus of this study is the development of 
medicine and public health in Britain, it will draw on wider world developments that 
impacted on the core themes. Students will have the opportunity to see how some ideas 
and events in the wider world affected Britain and will promote the idea that key themes 
did not develop in isolation, but these ideas and events should be referenced in terms of 
their effects on the core theme for Britain and British people. 

Students will study the importance of the following factors: 
• War 
• Superstition and religion 
• Chance 
• Government 
• Communication 
• Science and technology 
• The role of the individual in encouraging or inhibiting change. 

Students will show an understanding of how factors worked together to bring about 
particular developments at a particular time, how they were related and their impact upon 
society. 

Students will develop an understanding of the varying rate of change, why change 
happened when it did, whether change brought progress, and the significance of the 
change(s). They should also be able to distinguish between different types of causes and 
consequences, such as short/long-term causes, intended/unintended consequences. 

BC Elizabethan England, c1568–1603 
This option allows students to study in depth a specified period, the last 35 years of 
Elizabeth I's reign. The study will focus on major events of Elizabeth I’s reign considered 
from economic, religious, political, social and cultural standpoints, and arising contempo-
rary and historical controversies. 

HT1: Medicine stands still 
• Medieval medicine: approaches including natural, supernatural, ideas of Hippocratic 

and Galenic methods and treatments; the medieval doctor; training, beliefs about 
cause of illness. 

• Medical progress: the contribution of Christianity to medical progress and treatment; 
hospitals; the nature and importance of Islamic medicine and surgery; surgery in 
medieval times, ideas and techniques. 

• Public health in the Middle Ages: towns and monasteries; the Black Death in Britain, 
beliefs about its causes, treatment and prevention. 

• The impact of the Renaissance on Britain: challenge to medical authority in anatomy, 
physiology and surgery; the work of Vesalius, Paré, William Harvey; opposition to 
change. 

• Dealing with disease: traditional and new methods of treatments; quackery; methods 
of treating disease; plague; the growth of hospitals; changes to the training and status 
of surgeons and physicians; the work of John Hunter. 

• Prevention of disease: inoculation; Edward Jenner, vaccination and opposition to 
change. 

HT2: Part three: A revolution in medicine 
• The development of Germ Theory and its impact on the treatment of disease in 

Britain: the importance of Pasteur, Robert Koch and microbe hunting; Pasteur and 
vaccination; Paul Ehrlich and magic bullets; everyday medical treatments and reme-
dies. 

• A revolution in surgery: anaesthetics, including Simpson and chloroform; antiseptics, 
including Lister and carbolic acid; surgical procedures; aseptic surgery. 

• Improvements in public health: public health problems in industrial Britain; cholera 
epidemics; the role of public health reformers; local and national government involve-
ment in public health improvement, including the 1848 and 1875 Public Health Acts. 

HT3: Modern medicine 
• Modern treatment of disease: the development of the pharmaceutical industry; 

penicillin, its discovery by Fleming, its development; new diseases and treatments, 
antibiotic resistance; alternative treatments. 

• The impact of war and technology on surgery: plastic surgery; blood transfusions; 
X-rays; transplant surgery; modern surgical methods, including lasers, radiation 
therapy and keyhole surgery. 

• Modern public health: the importance of Booth, Rowntree, and the Boer War; the 
Liberal social reforms; the impact of two world wars on public health, poverty and 
housing; the Beveridge Report and the Welfare State; creation and development of the 
National Health Service; costs, choices and the issues of healthcare in the 21st century. 

HT4 - Part one: Elizabeth's court and Parliament 
• Elizabeth I and her court: background and character of Elizabeth I; court life, including 

patronage; key ministers. 
• The difficulties of a female ruler: relations with Parliament; the problem of marriage 

and the succession; the strength of Elizabeth’s authority at the end of her reign, 
including Essex’s rebellion in 1601. 

HT4 - Part two: Life in Elizabethan times 
• A ‘Golden Age’: living standards and fashions; growing prosperity and the rise of the 

gentry; the Elizabethan theatre and its achievements; attitudes to the theatre. 
• The poor: reasons for the increase in poverty; attitudes and responses to poverty; the 

reasons for government action and the seriousness of the problem. 
• English sailors: Hawkins and Drake; circumnavigation 1577–1580, voyages and trade; 

the role of Raleigh. 

HT5 - Part three: Troubles at home and abroad 
• Religious matters: the question of religion, English Catholicism and Protestantism; the 

Northern Rebellion; Elizabeth's excommunication; the missionaries; Catholic plots and 
the threat to the Elizabethan settlement; the nature and ideas of the Puritans and 
Puritanism; Elizabeth and her government's responses and policies towards religious 
matters. 

• Mary Queen of Scots: background; Elizabeth and Parliament’s treatment of Mary; the 
challenge posed by Mary; plots; execution and its impact. 

• Conflict with Spain: reasons; events; naval warfare, including tactics and technology; 
the defeat of the Spanish Armada. 

Part four: The historic environment of Elizabethan England 
• The historic environment is 10% of the overall course, which equates to approximately 

12 hours out of 120 guided learning hours. 
• Students will be examined on a specific site in depth. This site will be as specified and 

will be changed annually. The site will relate to the content of the rest of this depth 
study. It is intended that study of different historic environments will enrich students’ 
understanding of Elizabethan England. 

• There is no requirement to visit the specified site. Teachers may wish to visit a similar 
site in their locality to inform their teaching, however no reward will be given in the 
assessment for visiting the specified site or any other site. 

• The study of the historic environment will focus on a particular site in its historical 
context and should examine the relationship between a specific place and associated 
historical events and developments. 

• Students will be expected to answer a question that draws on second order concepts 
of change, continuity, causation and/or consequence, and to explore them in the 
context of the specified site and wider events and developments of the period studied. 

• Students should be able to identify key features of the specified site and understand 
their connection to the wider historical context of the specific historical period. Sites 
will also illuminate how people lived at the time, how they were governed and their 
beliefs and values. 

The following aspects of the site should be considered: 
• Location 
• Function 
• The structure 
• People connected with the site eg the designer, originator and occupants 
• Design 
• How the design reflects the culture, values, fashions of the people at the time 
• How important events/developments from the depth study are connected to the site. 

Students will be expected to understand the ways in which key features and other aspects 
of the site are representative of the period studied. In order to do this, students will also 
need to be aware of how the key features and other aspects of the site have changed from 
earlier periods. 

Students will also be expected to understand how key features and other aspects may have 
changed or stayed the same during the period. 

The numbers in the brackets below further relate to other parts of the depth study for 
which the historic environment is relevant. 

The historic environment can be explored through the examination of Elizabethan buildings 
such as Tudor manor houses and their gardens (Part two), theatres (Part two) and wider 
historic environments such as villages, towns and cities (Part two). Equally key historic 
developments and events such as voyages and trade (Part two), revolts (Parts one and 
three), and battles (Part three) were shaped by the historic environment in which they took 
place 

HT6 – Revision/Exams 


