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     Friday 16th December 2022  

 

Dear Parents and Students, 

Good afternoon and welcome to this week’s newsletter. 

This week we have been busy with our charity fund raising for our Christmas House Charities; ‘contribute’ 
being part of our ethos and values, we will be publishing a Christmas celebratory special to parents next 
week. 

We send our thanks to John Boyer, who has now retired from his role of Chair of Trustees, for his dedicated 
service to the school. We are proud to welcome David Boyer as our new Chair of Trustees and Lee Townson 
as our new Chair of Governors.  

Next week we have a number of Christmas events taking place; these too, are part of our ethos and it is 
important that attendance remains high for all children in all year groups.  

May I remind all Year 11 parents to reserve the date, Thursday 12th January, for Year 11 Parents and Mock 
Results Evening, a very important event to review progress and preparations for the forthcoming exams. I 
would highlight to all parents the importance of high attendance in relation to school progress, success in 
qualifications and life opportunities. 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year. I look forward 
to seeing everyone next week and at the start of the new school year. 

Have a good weekend.  

Mrs Thorogood, Headteacher. 
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NEXT WEEK FOLLOWS THE WEEK A TIMETABLE 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  

  
19/12/22 

LP1 Reports 
Out 

(Y7-Y10) 
 

Christmas 
Music Concert 

7pm 
 

 

Y7 Christmas 
Service 

(St Ann’s 
Church) 

Rainhill Sixth 
Christmas Quiz 

 
Half Day Finish 

 

 

School Closed 
 

School Closed 
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LAST DAY OF TERM 
School closes for Christmas on Wednesday 21st December. Pupils will be dismissed from 12pm. 
Unfortunately, there will be no school buses provided on this day. Pupils who are entitled to free school 
meals are welcome to get a ‘grab bag’ from the canteen to take home for their lunch. 
 
CHRISTMAS MUSIC CONCERT 

 

NEWS THIS WEEK 
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CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE 
On Tuesday 20th December 2022, all Year 7 students will be attending our annual Christmas Carol Service at 
St Ann’s Church in Rainhill. The service will be led by ministers representing three of the churches in Rainhill. 

The aim of the service is to teach the students about the story of Jesus’ birth and why this time of year is so 
important to many people around the world. Whilst prayers will be read and carols sung, there is no 
expectation that students of different faiths join in; this event is very much about learning the meaning 
behind Christmas and, as such, it fits with the visits that we normally make to a mosque and a synagogue as 
part of the Rainhill Experience that broadens students’ understanding of the world around them. Therefore, 
we do expect every student to attend even if only to listen and learn. 

Students will arrive in school as normal, register with their form tutors and then leave their bags in their form 
rooms, which will be locked. They will then return to their form lines just outside S-Block. At 9:10am, their 
form tutors will lead them across the pedestrian crossing and then along Warrington Road to St Ann’s 
Church. Additional staff will also be positioned along the route to ensure students cross side roads safely. A 
small number of students with mobility difficulties will be transported by minibus. 

The service will begin at 9:45am and will last an hour. Students will then return to school in time for a late 
break at 11:10am. They will restart normal lessons at 11:25am. 

We have been unable to hold this annual celebration for the last three years and we are looking forward to 
doing so this year. I know that some of you may wish to attend yourselves but, for this year at least, it will be 
a closed event for students and staff only. 

Mr Shoebridge, Key Stage Progress Leader. 
 
SANTA DASH  
Monday 19th December 
Pupils can take part in our Santa Dash which costs £3.00 to enter, you will also get a Santa hat and mince pie! 
Please hand your money in to your Form Tutor in an envelope with your name on. Fancy dress is optional but 
most certainly encouraged!  

We are trying to raise as much money as possible for Cancer Research UK having been inspired by a pupil in 
one of our feeder schools. 

If you would like to collect sponsorship/donations from family and friends, this can either be paid via our 
Santa Dash - Cancer Research link (please leave your child’s name) or it can be handed in to your child’s Form 
Tutor or Year Student Manager. 

The Santa Dash will start after school on Monday 19th December and will be finished by 3:45pm. House 
points will be rewarded to everyone who takes part, plus extra points for the best fancy dress! 

This event is open to all pupils and staff and can be a lovely way to come together as our Rainhill family to 
help others and have some Christmas fun. 
 
CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS FOR RAINHILL SIXTH 
Please see below Christmas arrangements in the Sixth Form: 

• Tuesday 20th December – RH6 Charity Events - Card making with Miss Simms Periods 1-2. 
• Wednesday 21st December – Christmas Assembly/Service (Period 1) and Charity Christmas Quiz 

(Period 2-3). 

Mr Cunningham, Director of Rainhill Sixth.  

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/rainhill-high-santa-dash
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CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 
Thank you to everybody who took part and donated last Friday for Christmas Jumper Day. We raised a total 
of £230.60 for Save the Children. The aim next year will be to make sure that we get even more wearing a 
Christmas Jumper and donating to charity! 

The winners were as follows: 

• Most in a form: 10B 
• Student winners: James Cavanagh, Jaden Sloane and Holly Ashton 
• Staff winners:  

- 1st place: Mrs Healey for her Karl Marx inspired jumper that was both educational and witty! 
- 2nd place: Miss Burgess for her musical jumper 
- 3rd place: Mrs Foster for her Christmassy spirit 

Thank you to the Year 7 team for taking photographs! 

Mr Webster, Head of Stephenson House. 

 
 
MISSION CHRISTMAS TOY APPEAL 
This year, Perseverance House has supported the Mission Christmas Appeal and we have been able to 
donate 6 crates of gifts to the charity. 

Thank you to all who have donated to the cause. We safely delivered the donations to St Helens Fire Station 
on Thursday, which will be picked up by the charity organisers on Monday. 

Mr Sharman, Head of Perseverance House. 
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TEARDROPS FOOD BANK COLLECTION 
“Over the past few weeks, we have been collecting food for Teardrops Food Bank in St Helens as our chosen 
Christmas Charity for Braithwaite House. 

Advertising through posters around school and in the school newsletter, we have received many donations 
from all year groups. Today, all donations were taken to the foodbank and we are proud that we are able to 
help those less fortunate than us this Christmas.” – Poppy Handley-Hicking, 11I. 

Thank you to all those who donated to our collection for Teardrops Food Bank, they were extremely 
appreciative and grateful of our donations. 

Miss Wignall, Head of Braithwaite House. 

  
 
PERFORMING ARTS NEWS 
Ketamine Drama Competition 
Earlier this term, we created a performance for Merseyside Police as part of a competition to raise 
awareness of Ketamine use amongst young people in St Helens. 

We are thrilled to announce that we won the £500 prize and we will be performing our piece in local schools 
to continue to raise awareness of this importance issue. 

This is just one of the many opportunities available to our Sixth Formers as part of the Art Academy. We are 
incredibly proud of our Sixth Formers. 

Mrs Renison and Mrs Speers, Performing Arts Team. 
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ATTENDANCE 
School attendance has been seriously impacted this week. There has been an increase in students 
who have been ill and a number of students who have missed school due to the weather. 

There are 3 days left before we break for the holidays, please ensure that if your child has recovered 
from their illness that they attend.  

The temperature will increase at the beginning of next week, therefore, the weather is not a reason 
for school absence. 

I would ask that you check your child’s attendance on Synergy. Any child who has attendance under 
90% is classed as a PERSISTENT ABSENTEE. 

The Department of Education has produced guidance on how parents and school are required to 
work collaborative to increase attendance – this can be viewed here. 

Mrs Munro, Deputy Headteacher.  

 

https://rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/Optimised-2022-2023/DfE-Attendacne-Guide-for-Parents.pdf
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LIBRARY NEWS 
December has been an exciting month in the library! 

We have teamed up with the PE department this month to combine reading and the World Cup! 

Our Year 7 PE classes have each chosen a book to battle it out in the tournament, and the winners will have 
chosen the reading book for all of our Year 7 PE classes. 

We have had some tough competition, but we cannot wait to find out which book will take the prize. 

 

 
Our Year 9 pupils have had a fantastic opportunity to have a conversation with Matt Oldfield, author of The 
Ultimate Football Heroes series, this week. It has been great to engage with such an exciting author and 
explore his writing. 

FIVE reasons why reading more should be your New Years’ Resolution: 

1) Reading reduces stress-levels in both adults and teenagers and can help you to relax. 
2) Reading improves your creativity and imagination. 
3) People who read for pleasure are reported to be happier than those who don’t. 
4) Reading makes you live longer. 
5) Reading improves your mental health. 

Add these books to your Christmas list to kickstart your January. 
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Edinburgh, 1817. 
 
Hazel Sinnett is a lady 
who wants to be a 
surgeon more than she 
wants to marry. 
 
Jack Currer is a 
resurrection man who's 
just trying to survive in a 
city where it's too easy to 
die. 
 
 

 

Top scorer and Player of 
the Tournament at the 
UEFA Women's Euros, 
the gifted Beth Mead, 
lifts the lid on the 
Lionesses' glorious 
victory as well as telling 
the story of her own 
path to the top of the 
international game. 
 

 

At Deepdean School for 
Girls, Daisy Wells and 
Hazel Wong have set up 
their own detective 
agency. But they are 
struggling to find any real 
crimes to investigate. 
(Unless you count the 
case of Lavinia's missing 
tie. Which they don't.) 
 
Then Hazel discovers the 
Science Mistress, Miss 
Bell, lying dead in the 
Gym. 

 

Combining an intricate 
heist narrative with 
some truly breathtaking 
world-building, 
Bardugo's modern 
classic YA fantasy 
boasts unforgettable 
characters, jaw-
dropping action and 
rich, immersive prose 
aplenty. 

 
 

 

 
 
When Rachel and Robert 
are passed a stolen book 
by their librarian father, 
they have to go on the 
run and protect it at all 
costs. With their father 
captured and everyone 
hunting for the Book, 
they must uncover its 
secrets and track down 
the final, missing page. 
But the cruel and 
calculating Charles 
Malstain is on their trail. 
 

 
 

 

 
A compelling murder 
mystery that follows in 
the footsteps of the 
genre-busting One of Us 
is Lying, Jackson’s 
impressively 
accomplished debut 
features a likeable 
teenage sleuth out to 
crack a cold case as part 
of her homework 
assignment. Twists, 
shocks and red herrings 
are liberally strewn 
about the plot, but the 
thrills and spills are 
never allowed to 
overshadow the novel’s 
tender central 
relationship. 
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Boy meets boy. Boys 
become friends. Boys fall 
in love. An LGBTQ+ 
graphic novel about life, 
love, and everything that 
happens in between. 
 

These books should be available at most 
bookshops or online and are aimed at ages 
11 up to 16. 
 
If you are worried about whether the book 
is appropriate, you can check this on the 
Amazon website or on Common Sense 
Media, which helps you out with content 
ratings for popular entertainment. 

 

 
Miss Dugdale, School Librarian.  
 
EXCITING OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR PARENTS AND CARERS 

 
We have recently launched a new training programme called "Homework Hackers" which will help parents 
get the skills they need in Maths and IT to help their children with homework. 

Anyone aged 19+ living in the Liverpool City Region can access this course free, and learners can choose from 
6 modules in either IT or Maths based on what they need.  

Homework Hackers - St Helens Chamber  
Get the skills you need to help with schoolwork through Homework Hackers. Struggle to help your child with 
their homework? You’re not alone and Homework Hackers can help. 

Homework Hackers is for parents/guardians who want to boost their Maths and IT skills to be able help their 
children with their homework.  

With the choice of six, one day modules in either Maths or IT, you can make sure that your skills are up to 
date and that you’re ready to tackle any homework questions that come your way. 

Maths modules include:  
• Place value  
• Fractions, percentages, and decimals 
• Perimeter area and volume 
• Statistics  

IT modules include:  
• Online Safety 
• Digital wellbeing  
• Using digital devices 
• Digital Communication  

These courses won’t just help with homework but are useful in the workplace, and to help you make sure 
your children are being safe online too. 

The first courses are enrolling in January with various dates are available, so please get in touch for more 
information on 01744 698800 or email adulteducation@sthelenschamber.com  

mailto:adulteducation@sthelenschamber.com
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 BRITISH SCHOOLS KARTING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2023 
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EXAM PREPARATION TECHNIQUES 
In addition to our subject specific and wider exam preparations, we are pleased to share with you some tried 
and tested techniques and strategies that can be used to significantly boost information retention, 
understanding and application. The techniques will be sent out each week in the lead up to LP2. 

Mr Giles, Head of KS4. 
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CATERING W/C 19/12/22 
Please see below the list of practical lessons planned in Catering/Food Preparation and Nutrition - week 
commencing Monday 19th December.  

 
ST HELENS BOROUGH HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES – WINTER 2022 
Please click here to see the St Helens Holiday Activities and Food Winter Programme. 
 
 

  

10A/Cg1 No ingredients required. 
10D/Cg1 No ingredients required. 
11D/Cg1 No ingredients required. 

11A/Cg1 

Starting their second practical research trial for NEA2 on sponge. On Tuesday period 2, they 
are making a whisked sponge. This will be used to make 3 individual products. In this lesson, 
a third of their cake will be used to make an individual swiss roll. The remaining sponge will 
be frozen until after Christmas when they make with the remaining two thirds of their cake, 
an individual lactose free gateau and tiramisu. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/media/5184/HAF-Winter-Timetable-2022/pdf/2200330_Winter_Holiday_Fun___Food_Christmas_Booklet_7_1.pdf?m=638055064115000000
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SCHOOL SYNERGY 
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PRE-LOVED UNIFORM 
As we approach the end of Term 1, please be reminded that we have a uniform bank in school. We have a 
plentiful supply of blazers, jumpers, PE fleeces, PE kits, trousers & skirts. If your child has lost items or has 
already started to grow out of their uniform, please email Kelley.black@rainhillhigh.org.uk. All items are free. 

  

mailto:Kelley.black@rainhillhigh.org.uk
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PTFA 100 CLUB LOTTERY 
It is never too late to join the School 100 Club as we still have another 10 cash prize draws left this year! £10 
secures your entry into every draw across the year. 

Draws take place at the end of every half term with £50 going to 1st place and £25 to 2nd place. Please 
support your school and join the 100 Club! 
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SINGING LESSONS 
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CURRICULUM QUERIES 

Heads of Department 

English  Ms Dickman Philosophy & Ethics Mr Ernest  
Mathematics Mrs Hughes Social Sciences  Mr Jarvis 
 Mr Rimmer Computer Science Miss Johnson 
Science Miss Robinson Art Design Technology Mr Bennett 
Biology  Dr Gordon Languages Miss D’Anna  
Chemistry  Miss Hesketh Food Studies  Mrs Bolland 
Physics Mr Hurst Performing Arts Mrs McCann 
History & Politics Mr Procter PE Mr Rachi 
Geography Mrs Parkinson Life Skills Miss Bryant 
  (PSHE/Citizenship)  
PASTORAL QUERIES 

Stage 1  Form Tutor  
Stage 2 Year Student Manager  
Stage 3 Year Progress Leader  
Stage 4  Deputy Headteachers Mrs Munro/Mrs Segal/Mr McKeegan 
Stage 5 Headteacher Mrs Thorogood 
 

Pastoral Structure  

Y7 Student Manager Miss Hill/Mrs Martin Y7 Progress Leader Mr Shoebridge 
Y8 Student Manager Mr Moran Y8 Progress Leader Mrs Haselden 
Y9 Student Manager Mrs Jackson Y9 Progress Leader Miss Rangel 
Y10 Student Manager Miss Gordon Y10 Progress Leader Mr Barry 
Y11 Student Manager Mrs Foster Y11 Progress Leader Mr Giles 
    
 

Communications Policy 
Please click here to view our new communications policy. 

 

HELP AND SUPPORT 

file://server01/Staff_Home/Support_Staff/Emily.Fox/Downloads/Communications%20Policy.pdf

